Why I Love East Lothian
Having commuted to The Compass School in Haddington for 14 years whilst living in Edinburgh, I am delighted to finally count myself as a resident of East Lothian following my recent move to Longniddry with my family.

East Lothian offers so much as a county that it was not a difficult choice for us when deciding where to make our new home. It was the realisation that one could continue to benefit from what Edinburgh has to offer, at the same time as enjoying so much more space, opportunity and freedom offered by East Lothian - a location not too dissimilar to that in which I grew up in the west of Scotland.
The proximity of the beaches and the sea allowing for invigorating walks and spectacular views, particularly at sunrise and sunset, was a major selling-point for us as we sought our new home. At the same time, the hills which watch over the surrounding East Lothian countryside offer great opportunities for walking and exercise and there is nothing more uplifting than surveying the County, and the city and the sea beyond, from the Lammermuirs on a sunlit day, whatever the season.
We are also delighting in the range of shops, outlets and markets where one can source such quality ingredients for cooking – and East Lothian seems to have an abundance of  these - delicatessens, grocers, farm shops, butchers and fishmongers – a fantastic resource when cooking up delicious dishes using local produce!
East Lothian also offers many opportunities for community-based leisure and that’s very important when moving into a new area. My wife and I have been members of Musselburgh Amateur Musical Association for the past couple of years – a company which brings together so many members of the East Lothian community from a wide range of ages and backgrounds and which produces two wonderfully entertaining musical productions each year in the Brunton Theatre. The warm welcome we have received has very much made us feel ‘at home’.
Of course, East Lothian provides an excellent environment for learning and at The Compass School, a second ‘home’ to 117 East Lothian children and their parents, we aim to make the most of what the region offers in terms of its history, its geographical landscape, its opportunities for exploring science and expressing one’s artistic side and its facilities for music, drama, sport and leisure. Its rich and varied landscape, its big skies and tremendous sense of space, invite our young learners to embrace life and confidently explore the stimulating and rewarding environment in which they work and play. As I look out from the Headmaster’s study across open fields and rolling countryside towards the Lammermuirs, I count myself truly fortunate to live and work in such a special place.
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