Headmaster’s Bulletin – December 2011
Dear Visitor
End of Autumn Term 2011
The Christmas holidays are now upon us and as always, it has been a very busy and exciting end to the term. I am sure that everyone is ready for some time to rest and to enjoy festivities with our families during the coming days!
Our Christmas celebrations properly began two weeks ago when the School Choir consisting of all the children in Form 4, 5, 6, 7 & 8, performed in a very special concert for the National Trust Of Scotland in the Town House in Haddington. The concert was entitled ‘A Christmas Cracker’ and like all good crackers was full of fun, magic and surprises too! The children gave a magnificent performance and we received warm praise and congratulations from many who attended that evening.
Next, we greatly enjoyed our outing to the Pantomime at the Brunton Theatre and everyone seemed to be in very good voice throughout the afternoon! During the past week, our older children have been out in the local community entertaining the elderly, with Forms 6 & 7 performing a selection of carols and festive songs at the Haddington Daycentre and Forms 5 & 8 doing the same at Hilton Lodge Nursing Home. They were well-received by their respective audiences and it has been very rewarding to share our music with the wider community.
Form 8 enjoyed their own festive outing last Wednesday – a trip which they helped plan. They took the train into Edinburgh, had great fun firstly at Winter Wonderland; and then went for a Mexican meal at Viva Mexico to conclude their studies on the country in class. They also took along Snr. Hidalgo, Mrs Dowson and myself! Form 8 recently held an exhibition to which the whole school was invited, presenting the work they had produced from their studies and treating younger children to some of the sights and even the tastes of Mexico!
Then last Thursday, the whole school enjoyed their Christmas Party together in the very spacious surroundings of the Corn Exchange, Haddington. Dancing to a live ceilidh band, the children and staff had great fun and it was good to witness the very special atmosphere afforded by a school of our size, where older and younger children mix so freely and where each child is known to one another.

Also on Thursday, Snr Hidalgo gave an excellent presentation about Christmas in Spain at our morning assembly and we learned many things about Spanish customs and traditions. Snr. Hidalgo has recently been working on a newspaper, jointly produced by his school in Sanlucar, Andalusia and The Compass, and it is planned to publish this early in the new term. Several of our older children now have pen-friends in Spain and each class has worked on a twinning activity in the run up to Christmas.

Finally, we finished the term on a very musical high note with our Carol Service in St Mary’s Church, which saw us all join together in our celebration of Christmas.
In and out of the classroom, there has been much achieved throughout the year and a look at the many pictures and photographs around the walls in school are evidence of a busy, productive and active term indeed.
Another very successful Maths Challenge Week in November saw the children involved in a whole range of activities such as creating a penny line; measurement and data-handling activities around a Heaviest Potato/Longest Carrot competition; and a sequencing and counting activity which created the ‘Compass’ Biggest Biscuit’! There were also daily mental maths challenges which kept brains sharp and alert throughout the week and in the weeks to follow - until the Christmas fatigue set in!

On the academic front, we have recently learned that two Form 8 pupils have been awarded academic and music and drama scholarships into Loretto Senior School next September. Congratulations are due to both the girls in receipt of these awards on these excellent achievements within a competitive field and I am sure they will continue to make an impression during the years ahead at their next school. 
I am also delighted that from the start of next term, we will have added tuition in the clarinet, the flute and the clarsach to the range of musical opportunities now available to our children as they progress through the School. Tuition in these instruments is available from Form 6, as also are lessons in voice/singing. As before, we provide a sound musical foundation for our children, with tuition in the recorder available from Form 4 onwards and lessons in the piano being also available as appropriate. We continue to plan for the future and will be adding further opportunities for tuition on other instruments during the year ahead.
In recent weeks, we have been pleased to support two worthy causes and have been delighted by the support we have received from the school community. This year’s Operation Christmas Child saw us collect sixty Christmas gift shoe-boxes which have been taken sent out to Belarus along with eighteen red puffa–jackets (in addition to the eighty-five which were sent out last year) by Samaritan’s Purse. Last week of course saw us raise £387 from the Christmas Craft fair in support of Muirfield Riding Therapy, a locally based charity. I would like to thank everyone who has supported these appeals, especially at a time when there are many requests being made for help and assistance. It is wonderful to be able make a difference to children who are in need and I am delighted with what we have all managed to achieve once more at this special time of year. Thank you!
We look forward to January as The Compass School enters Spring Term 2012 as we begin what I am sure will be another year of progress and success for the School. Our children will again be found taking part in adventures in Perthshire, Peebleshire, York, London, Paris and the Scottish Highlands, not to mention further exciting challenges, both in and out of the classroom. We will once more be hosting three inter-school events next term – in swimming, cross-country and hockey – and I hope that we will have good support of our girls and boys as they aim to build on the recent successes in sport we have also enjoyed as a school.
We look forward to having the children back with us on Tuesday 10 January, hopefully well-rested and raring to go!

I hope that you and your families have a happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year holiday ahead.
With all good wishes,

Mark Becher

Headmaster 
