Dear Parent,

The Easter holidays have arrived at last after another productive and fruitful Spring Term.

It was wonderful to have so many families with us on Tuesday at the whole School Swimming Gala, where every child from Form 1 to 8 swam so well with the Goldfish team overcoming strong competition form the Minnows, Tadpoles and Sticklebacks, including a nail-biting final relay! A large number of ‘Personal Best’ times were recorded on Tuesday and those who were there will also have witnessed two School Records being broken, with Benjamin in Form 8 breaking the School records for front-crawl and backstroke, (previously held for two years by Cliona Robertson); recording new times of 15.26 secs and 17.93 secs respectively. Congratulations to Benjamin and to all our swimmers!

The final weeks of term have seen our children being very active. Our hockey players have had played a series of matches with all girls available taking part. This included our Inter-School Hockey Tournament on Sat. 21 March, held on a beautiful Spring morning at the Aubigny Centre with teams from throughout the east of Scotland. The eventual winners were George Heriot’s (U10) and George Watson’s (U11). Our own Under 11 team did particularly well, only losing out at the semi-final stage 2-1 to St George’s. It was a fantastic spectacle to see so many teams competing in an event which has grown year on year. I am particularly grateful to the staff involved in organising and running these events: this term The Compass School has run three inter-school events: a swimming gala; a cross-country competition and the hockey tournament – events which have brought together over 250 children from a wide range of schools from across the Lothians to play, swim and run together enjoying the spirit and challenge of friendly and very healthy competition.
On the rugby field, the boys have just completed our most successful rugby season ever following on from last season’s excellent performance. In addition to Sevens and Tens competitions at various levels, the boys have played 15 matches over the season, winning 10, drawing 3 and only losing 2. They have scored a massive total of 96 tries and end the season with a points differential of +50. They are unbeaten in 2009, having defeated teams from Edinburgh Academy, Merchiston, Heriot’s and Watson’s in the process and even managed a 4 tries to 3 success in ‘touch’ rugby over their Dads in last Saturday’s Father and Sons match (though the fathers did question some of the refereeing that day!). The girls too had a similar competitive outing as they took on their Mums in a very close match over on the astro-pitch. Congratulations to all our young players both in rugby and hockey this season and my thanks to all our coaching staff who give so much of their own time to coach, enthuse and encourage our children in each sport.
It has been a most successful indoors too. As you will no doubt be aware, our School Choir achieved another stunning success in music in winning The Primary Schools Trophy in the Children’s Choirs section of the Edinburgh Festival of Music, Speech and Dance on Thursday 26 February, at St Cuthbert’s Church, Edinburgh.

This is the second year in succession that the School has won this prestigious prize and they did so in a class which featured five other schools from across the Lothians – Stenhouse PS, The Edinburgh Academy, St Mary’s P.S., Leith, Hermitage P.S. and Cargilfield School – all of whose children performed to a very high standard indeed.

It should be noted that every child from Primary 4 to 7 in the School are involved in the choir under the direction of our music teacher, Mrs Renata Lockhart. The adjudicator, Ann Lampard, commented on the sophistication, dynamics, and neat diction of the children’s singing, awarding them an “Outstanding Performance” certificate – the highest possible class of award – and again, the second year in a row the children have achieved this feat. We are all tremendously proud of what the children have achieved. Their performance on the day was exceptional and they put so much into each song. We knew that we were up against five excellent choirs and we are therefore extremely honoured to have been awarded first place. To have received the ‘Outstanding’ grading for the second year in a row is quite overwhelming and is a tribute to the hard work and expertise of Mrs Lockhart, in preparing the children for the competition.

We are now greatly looking forward to our next public performance when we will join Eddi Reader, Phil Cunningham, Aly Bain and Lau for the East Lothian flagship ‘Homecoming’ concert at Skateraw in May - a concert which sold-out in less than a week!
Also during the term, the children have supported two very worthwhile causes. They observed UNICEF Day For Change on Friday 6th, when £179 was collected to assist in UNICEF’s education and health projects in Papua New Guinea. A similar amount was also raised on Friday, 13 March, for Comic Relief (£175.88) thanks to a Pyjama Day run by the Pupil Council.

‘High School Musical’ fever gripped the School on the evening of Friday 6 March when The Compass School Foundation ran a Movie Night in the School Hall. Dressed as their favourite character from High School Musical, the children were able to enjoy a showing of the third film in the trilogy on the big screen, as well as popcorn, juice and ice-cream which was served throughout the evening. A most enjoyable evening was had by the children, staff and parents who attended and thanks and congratulations must go to the Foundation Committee for another excellent event. The Foundation are planning a Garden Tour and Lunch day on Thursday 21 May and details will follow shortly.
Children have travelled far and wide this term in a wide range of educational outings with Form 6 having spent two very busy days in York and Form 7 enjoying a three day adventure in London – photos of each of these can be viewed on the School web-site in the ‘Class Pages’ section and on the ‘expeditions’ wall on the first floor landing in school. Recent weeks have seen Form 4 travel to Largs in their pursuit of the Vikings and nearer to home, Form 2 had a very interesting old ‘railway’ walk in Haddington in the company of the East Lothian Ranger service. Summer expeditions are already being planned with Form 8 flying to Paris for four days in May (18th-21st); Form 5 and 6 travelling to the Belmont Centre in June (8-10th) for their three day camp and Form 4 heading to Netherurd House for two days also in June (9-10th). Details about each of these expeditions will be out early in the Summer Term.
Of course, you can keep up-to-date with what’s happening on this school web-site throughout the year. Here you will find regular bulletins about news in school, a whole wealth of information for parents and visitors and indeed, our own school mascot, Charlie Rex, even ‘writes’ his own blog in which you and your children can follow his many adventures with the children throughout the year. In the past term, he has travelled to London, York, Largs, the Mosque in Edinburgh, attended each of our inter-school events, and even watched over Tuesday’s swimming gala! Do please take a look!
I hope that all our families and visitors have a good Easter holiday ahead and that the children have a good time to refresh and prepare themselves for a very busy Summer Term ahead.

With best wishes,

Mark Becher

Headmaster
