Headmaster’s Bulletin – October 2011
Dear Visitor,

The Autumn Term 2011 has begun very positively indeed and the School has been a hive of activity during the first half of term.
New Staff

We were delighted to welcome to school at the start of term Mrs Marion Hellewell, our new Support for Learning Teacher. Mrs Hellewell is a very experienced Primary and Support For Learning teacher and for the last twelve years has been the Support For Learning Teacher at Roslin Primary School in Midlothian.

From further afield, we have given a warm welcome to Snr. Rafa Hidalgo, Deputy Headteacher of the Guadalquivir Primary and Infant School, Cadiz in Spain. Snr. Hidalgo is with us on a one-year placement funded by the Andalusian Government. The primary aims of the placement are for Snr. Hidalgo to develop links on behalf of his school and the education authorities in Andalucia with an educational establishment abroad, allowing for mutual learning and co-operation between schools and providing opportunities for team-teaching, collaboration and the sharing of professional ideas and practice. For The Compass, this means that we have a very experienced teacher to augment our teaching team during the coming session, with Snr Hidalgo involved in individual, support and team teaching throughout the School as well as providing assistance to the Management Team. This represents a fantastic opportunity for both schools to develop an international dimension to our work and we look forward to the success of the project during the months ahead.

We have also been pleased to welcome Mrs Shona Borthwick as our new After School Care Assistant this term. Mrs Borthwick has worked for 27 years as a Nursery Nurse at Dunbar Primary School working in both in the nursery and the primary school itself and is delighted to be joining The Compass team.

Global Citizenship Week

One of the highlights so far has been our Global Citizenship Week (26-30 Sept) during which the whole school focused on our role as global citizens by studying various cultures and communities around the world. As you may know, classes paired up to research the following countries:

· Form 1 and Form 8: Spain (Snr Hidalgo’s home country)

· Form 2 and Form 5: Ethiopia (Mr Macdonald worked there during the summer)

· Form 3 and Form 7: Thailand (Miss Chalmers used to teach there)

· Form 4 and Form 6: Bahamas (Mrs Bryce lived there for many years)

Resulting activities during the week saw the children exploring many different aspects of their country, including food and drink; flags and national anthems; current news articles; geography and history. Classes also organised ‘make and taste’ taster sessions with recipes from their respective countries.

In addition, Mr Macdonald gave a presentation at Tuesday’s assembly about his recent teaching project in Ethiopia whilst Snr Hidalgo also gave a presentation about his home country later in the week. Mr Macdonald also gave a presentation to parents in the Hall to conclude the week and attendees were able to enjoy some Ethiopian coffee.

All of these activities have resulted in an extremely colourful and impressive exhibition of photos, writing and artwork about each country which parents and visitors can view along the wall of our main hall.

Partnership With Parents

It has been good to have have been able to work closely with parents on a number of occasions, beginning with our Parents’ Information Evening in early September which was very well-attended, particularly by new parents, as was the Reception and Information Evening on 12 October for parents from Form 4 upwards, which examined how the School prepares it children for the challenges of secondary education and how it works with parents in determining the next stage of their child(ren)’s education.

Appointments

This term’s School Captain, Lindsay, and a School Vice-Captain, Francesca both from Form 8, were appointed at the start of term. These posts see the incumbents taking on increased responsibilities, such as delivering a weekly reading at morning assembly; organising rotas for pupil helpers, meeting regularly with the Headteacher etc. Junior Prefects from Form 7 have also been appointed for this term, being Archie and Eve. Congratulations to them all.

Educational Visits

Compass children have already travelled widely in these early weeks of the school year with Form 1 visiting Ocean Terminal; Form 2 visiting Haddington Police Station; Form 3, 6 & 7 visiting Dynamic Earth; Form 3 & 7 attending a Dance performance at the Brunton Theatre; Form 4 visiting Tesco; Form 5 heading to the Burrell Collection and Kelvingrove Museum in Glasgow and Form 8 visiting the National Gallery in Edinburgh.

A Bright Start To The Sporting Season!

It has been a very positive start to the competitive sporting season so far. In swimming, our Under 10 & 11 teams won a closely contested swimming gala against Merchiston Castle School at Colinton on 6 October, winning 135-116 pts.

In hockey, there has been a number of good outings so far with the highlights being a 5-2 win over Fettes by our U11 team and 5-0 and 7-0 wins at Primary 6 level against Mary Erskine and Stewart’s Melville Junior School. This Saturday, our girls took on George Heriot’s, winning 5-1 against their Primary 7B team, and in two matches against Primary 6 (mixed ability) teams, we enjoyed a 4-1 win and a 6-6 draw. 

In rugby, the boys have come on to very good form in recent weeks with notable results by the U11s against St Mary’s, Melrose (Won 10-2), Longridge Towers (5-3) and Merchiston B (Won 15-1). The Under 9s have also started the season very brightly with a very closely fought 7-6 victory against Belhaven Hill, a 6-4 victory against Longridge Towers and also an epic encounter against Fettes where they drew 8-8! Mud and smiles were very much in evidence that day!

News of Former Pupils
We continue to hear of the many successes of our former pupils and of note, we recently learned that Genevieve Dawson (TCS 1994-2001) graduated in the summer from Oxford University with a First in Music. Genevieve showed great promise in music and drama whilst at The Compass and gave a fantastic performance as Alice in our production of ‘Alice In Wonderland - The Musical’ in her final year.

Another one of our former pupils, Harris Jones (TCS 1998-2006) who played the leading part in our 2006 production of ‘Bugsy Malone’, has gone on to secure a place at The Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama (now the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland) in Glasgow.

It is most satisfying to see how our young people go on to flourish having established the necessary foundations at The Compass and we are most grateful to those parents who keep us informed of their son or daughter’s and achievements after leaving The Compass and who take the time to thank the School for the part that they feel it has played in their future success.

Finally, I was recently asked to write a short piece for East Lothian Courier’s weekly ‘Why I Love East Lothian’ column. This appeared in the edition which was published on 20 October. For those of you who missed it, a copy of this can be found on the Parents’ page, if you would like to read it.
An exciting half-term lies ahead with a Maths Challenge Week, outings, matches, club activities and musical performances for our children to enjoy. I look forward to seeing you during the weeks ahead.

With best wishes,

Mark Becher

Headmaster






