Dear Visitor,
Although divided by a much needed week of half-term, the past month has been an extremely busy one in the life of the School.

Firstly, I am delighted to report that children at The Compass School have achieved another stunning success in music in winning The Primary Schools Trophy in the Children’s Choirs section of the Edinburgh Festival of Music, Speech and Dance on Thursday 26 February, at St Cuthbert’s Church, Edinburgh.

This is the second year in succession that the School has won this prestigious prize and they did so in a class which featured five other schools from across the Lothians – Stenhouse PS, The Edinburgh Academy, St Mary’s P.S., Leith, Hermitage P.S. and Cargilfield School – all of whose children performed to a very high standard indeed.

Every child from Primary 4 to 7 in the School are involved in the choir under the direction of the School’s music teacher, Mrs Renata Lockhart.
The adjudicator, Ann Lampard, commented on the sophistication, dynamics, and neat diction of the children’s singing, awarding them an “Outstanding Performance” certificate – the highest possible class of award – and again, the second year in a row the children have achieved this feat. We are all tremendously proud of what the children have achieved. Their performance on the day was exceptional and they put so much into their performance. We knew that we were up against five excellent choirs and we are therefore extremely honoured to have been awarded first place. To have received the ‘Outstanding’ grading for the second year in a row is quite overwhelming and is a tribute to the hard work and expertise of our music teacher, Mrs Renata Lockhart, in preparing the children for the competition.

We are now greatly looking forward to our next public performance when we will join Eddi Reader, Phil Cunningham, Aly Bain and Lau for the East Lothian flagship ‘Homecoming’ concert at Skateraw in May - a concert which sold-out in less than a week!
Also during February, we observed UNICEF Day For Change on Friday 6th, when £179 was collected to assist in UNICEF’s education and health projects in Papua New Guinea. A similar amount was also raised last Friday, 13 March, for Comic Relief (£175.88) thanks to a Pyjama Day run by the Pupil Council.
‘High School Musical’ fever gripped the School on the evening of Friday 6 March when The Compass School Foundation ran a Movie Night in the School Hall. Dressed as their favourite character from High School Musical, the children were able to enjoy a showing of the third film in the trilogy on the big screen, as well as popcorn, juice and ice-cream which was served throughout the evening. A most enjoyable evening was had by the children, staff and parents who attended.
The Spring Term is traditionally a quieter term for educational outings. However, the following trips have nevertheless been undertaken: F1, 2, 3 & 5 have visited Edinburgh Zoo; F2 – the National Gallery; F3 – the Museum of Childhood; F3 & 5 – the Central Mosque, Edinburgh; and F7 – the Hindu temple and Cultural Centre.

Form 6 enjoyed two cold, but very pleasant days in York with Mrs Bryce & myself in early February during which York Castle Museum, Jorvik Viking Museum, Clifford’s Tower, Yorkminster and the historic streets were taken in by the party. A party of children and staff also took in Scotland’s matches against Wales and Italy at Murrayfield during the past month.
A team of eight Form 7 & 8 pupils led by Mrs Bryce took part in a Maths Challenge Day at Merchiston on 5 March, greatly enjoying the many challenges and activities of the day.
Our swimmers have also been very active, taking part in the East Lothian Schools’ Swimming Gala heats in January and the Finals on Friday 6 February where we took second place in the Small Schools category (achieved without the participation of our two strongest swimmers who for various reasons could not take part this year). 

On Wednesday 28 January, we hosted our own Inter-School Swimming Gala at the Aubigny Centre in Haddington. Now in its 12th year, this competition has proved to be extremely popular over the years with many schools keen to receive an invitation to take part. This year proved to be one of the closest competitions ever with Gullane Primary School and Merchiston coming in first-equal in the U11 competition and our own Compass School team winning the U10 competition by 2 pts! Indeed we have won this event 8 times in the eleven years we have held an U10 competition! Mrs Younger, the founder and first headteacher of The Compass School who first introduced swimming to the School, presented awards to each competitor and trophies to the winning teams once more.
Following the wintry conditions which affected us all in February, it has been great to resume the Hockey and Rugby season after a series of postponements and cancellations.

In hockey, the girls have had good outings against Heriots and Loretto which have seen all our girls being involved in advance of our own inter-school event this Saturday morning, 21 March at the Aubigny Centre (9.30am-12.30pm). Your support will be most welcome.
In rugby, the boys have been in excellent form. Following on from their excellent showing against Edinburgh Academy JB2s (10 tries -1) in January, they then had a nail-biting 8 tries -7 victory against a Merchiston ‘B’ side in February, followed by an 11 tries -1 victory against Heriot’s JA3s. We were once again invited to take part in the long-running annual Edinburgh Academy U11 Sevens and were able to compete against some of the best independent schools’ sides in Scotland. After a slow start, losing to Loretto, the boys found their feet and gave Stewart’s Melville and Watson’s (the eventual winners) a good run for their money. The boys had two excellent wins: 26pts-0pts against Edinburgh Academy 2s; and 24pts-5 against Ardvreck in the play-off for seventh place. After a long but successful afternoon for Compass rugby, the boys were able to receive their certificates and congratulations from Scotland rugby captain, Mike Blair. Well done to all of them!

On Monday, an U9/10 team took on Merchiston at home and although going down 10 tries-5, the boys put in a hard-working and determined performance and the match provided some of our youngest boys with invaluable match experience on which they can now build during the season ahead.

In cross-country, we made changes to our normal format this year which worked very successfully. In the School event at Neilson Park on Monday 2 March, nearly all our children recorded a ‘Personal Best’ on their previous week’s run and we had keenly fought races in both girls and boys under 9 and over 9 categories. A full set of results is available to view on the first floor landing in school. Then on Wednesday 4 March at Prestonhall, we held our tenth Inter-School Cross-Country Competition on a bright and sunny afternoon. With ninety runners form nine different schools taking part this year, it has been great to see the event go from strength to strength year on year. Indeed, this year saw some of the most exciting finishes in the history of the event. Congratulations to the teams from Edinburgh Academy, Belhaven Hill and Yester P.S. which took first place and also to our own intrepid team of runners who made a very positive contribution to the competition. 
The second of this year’s Parent Liaison Group meetings took place on 26 January. A copy of the minutes of this meeting are on display on the School Notice-board in the entrance hall at School or by parental request from the School Office.
Finally, Form 7 appear to be having a great time in London just now on their three-day visit to the Capital. You can see them on ‘expedition’ on the Form 7 Class Page on this web-site.

Best wishes,

Mark Becher

Headmaster

