Dear Visitor,
The Compass Shines ‘Deep Amidst The Winter Snow’!

In spite of the worst winter weather for many years, The School has continued to operate normally, losing only two days at the start of term due to heavy snowfall and we are enjoying an excellent term of success and activity to date.

Of course, we enjoyed a fantastic end to the Autumn Term with our Choir’s performing at their very best, firstly at ‘The Saltire’ – a major Homecoming Scotland Event which took place in Haddington on Sunday 29 November, the eve of St Andrew’s Day, where we played a key part in the celebrations commemorating East Lothian as the ‘home’ of the Scottish flag; receiving the flag which had been carried by horse from Athelstaneford and then singing a specially commissioned anthem written by Phil Cunningham for the day, in front of the composer himself.
Our next major enagagement was at Murrayfield on Saturday 19 December when in front of over 5,000 spectators at the Heineken Cup match between Edinburgh v Bath, the Choir once again entertained the crowd with their medley of Christmas songs, having performed before the game in the President’s Suite. The heavy snowfall during the game was a prelude to what was to come during the following weeks, but it nevertheless provided a very festive appearance to the proceedings! The children once more did the School and themselves proud
.

In between these events, Form 7 & 8 entertained the elderly residents to carols at the Hilton Lodge Nursing Home in Haddington and also joined with likes of Ally Hogg, Ben Cairns and Simon Webster of Edinburgh Rugby and Scotland, to sing carols to shoppers at Ocean Terminal in Leith. The whole choir also joined with the elderly clients of the Haddington Daycentre for our annual joint carol service at Holy Trinity. To conclude the term, the whole school combined to produce a very moving and beautiful carol service for parents, friends and visitors at St Mary’s Church in Haddington.
This term, we made the most of the snow in the early weeks of term which provided another dimension for learning at the School. From science activities to creative-writing, the snow is a wonderful resource – although after many days of ice and sub-zero temperatures, it was good to have some semblance of normality return to daily life!

A key focus of the early weeks of this term has been our Scots Verse and Dance Fortnight. There were many different related activities taking place in class during these two weeks: from poetry writing and story-telling; from recitations to learning traditional Scottish songs. On Friday 22 January, we held our annual Scots Verse Speaking Competition for Forms 5, 6, 7 & 8.  Mary McCall, Headteacher of Pencaitland P.S was once again our adjudicator this session and she had to make the almost impossible choice of four class winners. These were as follows: Form 5 – Archie; Form 6 – Lindsay; Form 7 – Tommy and Form 8 – Jack. Form 4 entertained us with their class poem too.
Then on Thursday 28 January, we held our Burns Supper for Forms 6, 7 & 8. Form 8 had worked hard with the staff to prepare the event. The children were drummed and piped into dinner by Calum and his older brother Struan, respectively. The children then enjoyed Mrs Buchanan’s delicious fare of haggis, neeps and tatties, trifle and cheese and biscuits. We then were entertained by an Immortal Memory from Ciara; a Toast to the Lassies from Jack; a Toast To The Laddies from Hannah; and of course, the Address to The Haggis by Rory in Form 7. Proceedings were kept well in order by Eve, Sarah made a toast to the Chairperson and Tessa gave a Vote of Thanks on behalf of all of us. Each class also provided entertainment between speeches. The children then enjoyed a ceilidh in the Hall followed by the singing of Auld Lang Syne to conclude a memorable evening.
Finally, Forms 1-5 finished the fortnight in style with two energetic ceilidhs which were greatly enjoyed by all participants.

Also that evening, Friday 29 January, four Form 8 pupils, Ciara, Jack, Sarah and Tessa participated in and took First Place in the Haddington Rotary Club’s General Knowledge Quiz for Primary Schools following several rounds of demanding and challenging questions. They now go through to the regional finals next month. Congratulations to them all on a great achievement!

Also congratulations to our swimmers who on Friday 5 February won the Small Schools Relay Trophy at the East Lothian Schools’ Swimming Finals at Prestonpans. Amy, Chloe, Daisy and Rachel swam an excellent race – a great team effort indeed! Congratulations also to Rachel who took first place in the Breastroke, just pipping Chloe at the end! These successes came at the end of a busy month for swimming, in which notable successes have been our whole swimming team taking second place to Merchiston at the Fettes Swimming Gala on 11 January and the Under 10 team taking second place at our own inter-school event at the Aubigny Centre on 27 January. I can also report that the School Record for Butterfly was broken on 18 January by Jack in Form 8 with a new time of 18.11 secs – a record held for over two years by Pippa Worrlledge.
Elsewhere in sport, in spite of the weather, our hockey players have had a number of outings against good opposition. Most notable results have been: U10 V Edinburgh Academy W7-1 & 4-2; and U10 v Belhaven Hill W 3-0. In rugby, frozen pitches have hampered matches and practices going ahead. However, our U9 team gave a fantastic account of themselves this week, winning 12 tries to 1 against Merchiston in their first ever match!

A party of fifteen children and six adults were at Murrayfield on Sunday to support Scotland in their opening Six Nations match against France. Sadly their vocal encouragement could not spur Scotland on to victory. Nevertheless, we all enjoyed the fantastic atmosphere and the fun of the day.

Form 7 & 8 also made a brief trip ‘over the border’ on 20 January to Longridge Towers near Berwick-upon -Tweed where they came together with fellow pupils of the host school to work with the author, Alan Gibbons, in a creative-writing workshop. It was an excellent opportunity to work with a successful writer and the children made the most of the experience; many inspired to read and write further, following their visit.
Finally, I am delighted to report that our ‘Hats For Haiti’ appeal on Friday which saw all the children involved in a whole school Beetle Drive along with a raffle run by Form 5, raised over £350 towards the relief and reconstruction effort following last month’s devastating earthquake in Haiti. Thank you to everyone who so generously supported our appeal.

Our half-term holiday is almost upon us which hopefully will provide us all with some rest before a very busy second half of the term. We look forward to seeing you soon.

With best wishes,

Mark Becher

Headmaster
