Headmaster’s Bulletin – September 2009

Dear Visitor,

Welcome to the new academic session 2009/2010! We have had a great start to the new school year with the children (including 24 new pupils) quickly settling to life at The Compass School.

It certainly was an action-packed few weeks as we made our way to the end of the last academic session, with Compass children travelling far and wide and being involved in so many different activities.

Contributing to the musical climax of a memorable session were the annual summer productions in the theatre. This year, Forms 1 to 3 took us on an exciting voyage with their excellent ‘Pirates’ whilst Forms 4 to 8 capped off another outstanding year for music at the School with the very entertaining and well-performed musical ‘Blast-off!’ Both musicals were well-received and played to good-sized and appreciative audiences in the theatre.
Our next assignment sees us returning to Murrayfield on Saturday 19 December to perform trackside when Edinburgh play Bath in the Heineken Cup.
We had another good number of presentations for the Associated Board examinations in recorder-playing in June with children being presented from Grade 1 to Grade 2. All the children passed their exams, with some also achieving merit.
An Exhibition Afternoon was held on 18 June which allowed parents to be guided by their children around the School to view the impressive work from across the curriculum in each classroom.

In sport, besides cricket and rounders in which we played a number of matches, our children were involved in a whole range of extra-curricular activity. Interest in playing hockey continues to thrive – our Summer Hockey Club, run by Mrs McCutcheon for girls and boys, had around 40 regular attendees on Saturday mornings during the Summer Term term and enjoyed very healthy support from parents too. The Hockey Club also had an outing to the international hockey tournament at Peffermilll on 27 June where they provided great support for Scotland’s women and men’s teams.

Athletics Club also enjoyed healthy numbers turning out on Friday afternoons during the Summer Term. Our athletes performed well at the Scottish Prep Schools Athletics at Fettes on Sunday 21 June where they were able to compete with the best in the country.

Miss Williams began a Climbing Club at the Climbing Centre at Ratho, with boys and girls from Form 5 to Form 8 enjoying an introduction to this new activity. Such has been the success of this that Mrs Bryce and Mrs Chalmers intend to continue this activity with children this year.

Finally, we had a gloriously warm day for our Sports’ Day at Prestonhall on Mon 29 June and a large gathering of parents, children and staff enjoyed a most enjoyable afternoon of fun and competition during the afternoon.

Behind the scenes during the holidays, a whole host of works and decoration was undertaken both in and outside of the building and thanks to our Bursar, our handyman, and to our contractors, we were in very good order as the school session began. Of note were the interesting additions to our school grounds which took place during the summer. A new outdoor learning base has been erected of which Form 1 in particular will be making good use during the months ahead. Our playground has also undergone a ‘makeover’ with bright designs painted by Miss Brown, Mrs Bryce, Mrs Pratt and Mrs Young, ably assisted by one of our parents, Mrs Boyes. These were based on a playground ‘design’ drawn-up by Honor in Form 7 as part of a competition run last term by the Pupil Council to re-vamp the hard playground. 

The Autumn Term 2009 has begun very positively with a Parents’ Information Evening taking place on 9 September which was well-attended, particularly by new parents.

A School Captain, Ciara, and a School Vice-Captain, Sarah, both from Form 8, were appointed at the start of term. These posts see the incumbents taking on increased responsibilities, such as delivering a weekly reading at morning assembly; meeting regularly with the Headteacher etc. Junior Prefects from Form 7 have also been appointed with Flora and Rory taking on these posts.

Finally, a reminder that our Open Day takes place on Saturday 3 October from 10am to 12.30pm. Do feel free to come along and discover more about what life and learning at The Compass School is all about – you will be most welcome!

With best wishes,

Mark Becher

Headmaster
