  

Dear Visitor, 

  

Our Autumn Term is now building to a wintry and festive climax with snow currently surrounding us - indeed we even have a temporary and unwanted ‘ice rink’ currently on the back playground! As I write, Form 8 are busy decorating the School and dressing our Christmas tree (courtesy of Mr and Mrs Robertson). 

  

The next two weeks are some of the busiest of the entire school year. We are all looking forward with great anticipation to our big night at Murrayfield on Friday evening, when our award-winning choir will be performing before and during the interval at Edinburgh Rugby’s Heineken Cup match against the English champions, London Wasps, in front of an expected crowd of thousands. We will also be joining the players and staff of Edinburgh Rugby the following Friday, 12 December, to sing carols in St Andrew’s Square from 12-1pm and the children are greatly looking forward to both occasions when they will be ‘rubbing shoulders’ with the likes of Scotland stars, Mike Blair, Ally Hogg and Chris Paterson. 

  

Of course, the term comes to its traditional festive conclusion with our Christmas Carol Service in Holy Trinity Church on Friday 19 December at 10.30am and a limited number of tickets are available for visitors and friends through the School Office. Parents will receive their allocation and details of all our end-of-term events later this week. All our children are looking forward to performing their songs, poems and readings following a busy period of rehearsal. 

  

Since half-term, we have enjoyed a most productive period of industry and endeavour in the school. 

  

Concern and care for others has been very much to the forefront of the children’s minds this term. Following our support of the successful Suitcase Appeal on behalf of the African Children’s Choir (see last bulletin and below) and our Harvest Collection for the elderly in Haddington, The Pupil Council organised a Cake and Candy Sale on 14 November which raised £314 for Children In Need. There was also a ‘Guess Pudsey’s Birthday’ competition run by Joe in Form 2. We were pleased to have the total displayed that evening during BBC’s Children In Need broadcast as Girls Aloud were performing! 

  

Today saw the delivery of over 70 Christmas boxes into school from Compass families as part of our contribution to Operation Christmas Child co-ordinated by Samaritan’s Purse which will see these delivered into the hands of needy children in Belarus this Christmas. Thank you to everyone who contributed to this wonderful collection. 

  

A wide range of educational outings have taken place which have included; Form 1 – The Bear Workshop at Ocean Terminal; Form 2 – a building site and also Holy Trinity Church; Form 4 – Oxenfoord Castle; Form 6 – the Botanics and the Royal Observatory; Form 7 - British Geological Survey; and Form 8 - the Science Centre, Glasgow and to the Impressionists Exhibition at the National Gallery. 

  

All our children enjoyed a Maths Challenge Week last week around the theme of ‘money’. Among the activities the children enjoyed were Form 2 shopping in their grocery shop, Form 7’s currency- watch for a week with all its fluctuations and Form 8 found how difficult it was to shop within a budget for their families’ Christmas presents! 

  

On the sporting front, our rugby team are enjoying the School’s second full season of U11 rugby following on from the past two year’s very successful seasons – a difficult task particularly given the slightly smaller pool of boys we have playing this year. There have been some super victories, particularly those against Edinburgh Academy and Clifton Hall, and also a number of close draws which the boys could easily have won. In hockey too the season has begun brightly with our girls turning in some good performances, including a very good win against Clifton Hall. We have more girls than ever playing this year and every one of them has been involved in matches so far this year. Indeed, we even had four teams out playing against Heriot’s last week! Results for all our matches can be found on the Parents page of this web-site. 

  

Our swimmers have also been in action, with the U10 team recording an excellent 80-74 victory and the U11 team losing 90-64 in a competition with Merchiston. 

  

A party of 22 children and 4 staff also enjoyed the exciting Scotland v South Africa match at Murrayfield on 15 November and although not seeing a Scottish victory, nevertheless enjoyed a thrilling match. 

  

A busy programme of after-school clubs and activities is now underway for the winter months on Thursday afternoons. We have again increased the range of clubs and activities on offer and this year we are offering baking, technology, board games, jewellery-making and Scottish Country Dancing. Rugby and Hockey Clubs have continued on Saturday mornings with record numbers turning out; well-supported by parents too. Drama Club and Mini Tennis continue as normal. 

  

I must also mention the memorable Family Hallowe’en Party organised by the Compass School Foundation on the evening of Friday 31 October when over 150 parents, children and staff attended the event in school which had been transformed that evening, using decoration and specialist lighting (inside and out!), to portray a magnificent haunted house. The amazing sum of £1.271.20 was raised thanks to the generosity and efforts of the Foundation Committee. Well done to everyone involved! 

  

The first of this year’s Parent Liaison Group meetings took place on 10 November, and a positive and productive meeting ensued. There were discussions around principally: not having staggered finishing times; having a parking ’car-line’ as in some schemes in the USA; the quality and robustness of some school uniform items; cycling proficiency courses for older children; the future of the School’s Ski Club; and internet awareness training for children and parents. A copy of the minutes from this meeting are now on display on the School notice-board. 

  

Finally, we were delighted to welcome back the African Children’s Choir to school on Wednesday 17 November for a final visit. This follows the magnificent realisation of the Suitcase Appeal organised by the host families led by Mrs Smith and Mrs Williamson, which is seeing the delivery of 23 suitcases packed full of essential items for the children to take back to South Africa with them this month. Although the Choir have travelled widely across the UK since arriving in May, we were delighted when they chose to return to The Compass for a short visit during school hours to spend time with us and bid farewell before they fly back. We were extremely touched by their desire to come back for one last visit, particularly in that they travelled 3½ hours from Hartlepool that day to see us! We spent a few short hours together, exchanging news, conversation, music and fun in the playground before bidding our final farewells. 

  

I hope that we all enjoy the coming festivities and are able to have time to reflect on what has been a momentous year in the life of the School. 

  

With all good wishes, 

  

Mark Becher 

Headmaster 

