Dear Visitor, 

  

2009 is well-underway at The Compass School and in these first weeks of term, the School has as always been a hive of industry and endeavour, although slightly less frantic than our final weeks of last term! 

  

It was good to finish last term on such a positive and happy note with our Carol Service at Holy Trinity which the children greatly enjoyed presenting and which provided us with a wide range of beautiful seasonal music to send us in to the holidays in festive mood. Thank you to all who contributed to the retiring collection which raised £746.83 towards Sight Savers and Mary’s Meals, as well as allowing us to make a donation to Holy Trinity Church. 

  

We were also delighted to welcome the Calcutta Cup to school on the same day, courtesy of Greg Munro, Development Officer for Haddington Rugby Club, and many of the children had the rare opportunity to get their hands on this famous sporting trophy.
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The Rugby Team get their hands on the Calcutta Cup! 

  

Following their appearance on STV’s ‘Scotland Today’ programme on 12 December carol-singing with the players and staff of Edinburgh Rugby in St Andrew’s Square, our children in Forms 5, 6 7 & 8 could be found on the Murrayfield club’s homepage during the Christmas period, in a photograph with a headline wishing visitors to the site a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

  

Turning to this term and it has been a very bright start to the new year. Mrs Claire Evans has joined us as our new Support For Learning Teacher and is settling quickly into her new role. Thank you to all of our parents who have taken part in our School Travel Survey; we had a very good response and the results from this are now being collated and analysed. 

  

Last week of course was our Scots Verse and Dance Week with assemblies, recitations, ceilidhs, Burns’ lunches and suppers all taking place as we celebrated, in particular, the 250th anniversary of the birth of Robert Burns. One of the highlights of the week was our Burns Supper on Thursday evening for Forms 6, 7 & 8 with three of our former pupils Jamie Fraser, Rory Gammell and Neil Hannah, returning to be our pipers for the evening. Form 8 led proceedings with an Immortal Memory from Cameron; a Toast to the Lassies from Lorimer; a Toast To The Laddies from Lia; and of course, the Address to The Haggis by Jack in Form 7. Proceedings were kept well in order by Benjamin, our School Captain. The children then enjoyed a ceilidh in the Hall followed by the singing of Auld Lang Syne to conclude the evening. Then on Friday we had our annual Scots Verse Speaking Competition adjudicated by Mary McColl, Headteacher of Dirleton Primary School. We enjoyed a host of entertaining performances and again the standard was very high. Our winners were: Form 5 – Nico; Form 6 – Flora; Form 7 – Jack; and Form 8 – Benjamin. Finally, Forms 1-5 finished the week in style with two energetic ceilidhs which were greatly enjoyed by all participants. 

  

Our swimmers have also been very active, taking part in the East Lothian Schools’ Swimming Gala heats on 14 January; winning the Fettes Swimming Gala on 12 January with our U9 and U11 teams doing particularly well; and losing narrowly, 126-100pts, to Mary Erskine/Stewart’s Meville Junior School on 19 January. 

  

Then last Wednesday, we hosted our own Inter-School Swimming Gala at the Aubigny Centre in Haddington. Now in its 12th year, this competition has proved to be extremely popular over the years with many schools keen to receive an invitation to take part. This year proved to be one of the closest competitions ever with Gullane Primary School and Merchiston coming in first-equal in the U11 competition and our own Compass School team winning the U10 competition by 2 pts! Congratulations to all our swimmers! 

  

In hockey, the girls have had three good outings, against George Heriot’s (home and away) and George Watson’s (home), whilst the boys resumed their rugby season with a cracking 9 tries to 1 victory over Edinburgh Academy JB2 at Arboretum. 

  

We have just released ticket information to parents on the very special event taking place at Skateraw, near Dunbar, on Friday 22 May in which we have been invited to take part. This unique occasion forms part of East Lothian’s Homecoming 2009 programme and commemorates the visit of Robert Burns to Skateraw on 22 May 1787. The event sees our Choir appear in a concert alongside four major Scottish performers: Phil Cunningham, Aly Bain, Eddie Reader and Lau, Radio 2’s Band of the Year 2008. This is a remarkable and unique opportunity for our young performers to take part in such a prestigious event in the presence of some of the best musicians in Scotland and a great honour for the School to have been asked to take part. Tickets are now on public sale through the Brunton Theatre, Musselburgh (Tel: 0131 665 2240 or www.bruntontheatre.co.uk ) on a first-come, first served basis. Further information about this special event can also be found at www.burnsinthebarn.com 

  

The coming weeks see Form 6 in York for two days, our UNICEF Day For Change on Friday 7 February; hockey and rugby fixtures; outings to the Zoo and of course, a visit to Murrayfield next Sunday to support Scotland as they take on Wales in the Six Nations. A busy but exciting term is well-underway! 

  

With best wishes, 

  

  

Mark Becher 

Headmaster  

    
 
